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In the C l aims: 

Please cancel claims 6, 9, 26, and 31. Please amend claims 1, 4, 7-8, 20, 22-24, 27, 29, 
and 32. The claims are as follows: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for providing information via a public network to a user, the 
method comprising the steps of: 
identifying the user; 

acquiring data from each site searched or visited by the user during each sessipn gf a 
plu rality of sessions via the public networ k, said acquired da lii comprising content of eachsjte 
search e d or visited during each said se ssion; 

for each said site searched or visited for each said session: 

parsing th e acq uired data to identify session attributes for each site searched. gr 
visited and associating a session weight with each said session a ttribute of each 
site searched or visited, wherein the session attributes for each site searched or 
visited are derived from keywords consisting of section headings and boldcd 
words in the acquired data of each site searched or visited, and wherein each, 
se ssion weight of each site searched or visited is deri ved from the time spent by 
theu scr in each site searched or visited or from a fre quency of visits by the user to 
each site searched or visited: 
specifying user profile attributes fo r the user: 

providing a mapp i ng that associates each session attribute w ith a corresponding user 

profile attribute: 

for each user profile attribute: 

09/782,933 2 
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itatarmhiin fl a user profile weight derived from *o T wm wciphts associated -with 
session attributes corre s pond me to t he user profile attribute in accordance wjjh 
said mapping: 

generating a user profile pertaining to the user, said user profile including one or more 
attribute records, each attribute record of said one or more attribute records comprising attributes 
sttch-tha t e ach attribute lonuiii c d within the ouc or mo r e attribute r ti u ids an associat e d 
wei ght, said -o n e 01 m o re attribute records fit ti hei comprising sa i d as sociated w eights, said 
trttrib utes-gml^sochitcd-w uglit& b e ing duived from said acquired data: a user profile attribute p f 
sai d user profile attributes, the user profile weight associated w ith the uscrprofile attrfcutaand 
the s ession weights associated wilh the user profile attribute: and 

providing in formation obtained via the network to said user based on [[a]] said user profile. 

2. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said step of identifying said user includes 
one or more of the steps of; 

acquiring fingerprints of the user; 
acquiring a retinal pattern of the user, and 
acquiring a voice pattern of the user, 

3. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said providing information step 
comprises directing advertising to the user based on the user profile. 

4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising recording section headings 
09/782,933 3 
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and said keywords uraaid sitc^ siaidicd 0 1 visited by Ilia use r. 

5. (Previously presented) The method of claim 4, wherein said recording said keywords comprises 
storing said keywords in a cache. 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said uscj^mfUc. attributes are selected from 

the group consisting ofeconomio stratum, age group, sex, educational background, occupation, 
religious background, personal technical interests, and combinations thereof. 

8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said user profile attributes comprise 
personal special interests. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said user profile is continuously 
updated with usage of the public network by the user. 

11. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said step of identifying said user 
includes identifying a demographic grouping to which said user belongs, wherein said identifying 
said demographic grouping includes capturing a video image of a portion of the body of satd 

09/782,933 4 
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user, and wherein said portion of the body ofsaid user includes the head of the user. 
12-19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently amended) A server system for providing information via a puhlic network to a 
user, comprising: 

means for identifying the user; 

means for acquiring data from oach site searched or visited by the user dur i ng each 
crc^Mi n f n plurality of sessions via the public network^laejjHrMdata^^ 
ea ch site searched or visited durin g each said session: 

for e ach said site searched or visite d for each said session; 

m P m« for parsing the acquired data to identify session attributes fox each sjto 
c^rrhprf or visited and associating a session wei p"t will-, ftach said session 
aiirihnip. nf each site searched or visit ed, wherein the session attributes for each 
site searched or visited are derived from ke y words consisting of section headings 
nnd holded words in the acquired data o f each site searched or visited, and 
wherein each session wefrht of each site searched or visited is derived from the 
timp « pi>nt hv the user in each site searched or y? cii«H "r from a frequency of visits 
b y the user to each site searched or visited: 
mean s for specifying user profile a ttributes for the user, 

moan, far pmviHin p a manning that associate s each session attribute with a corresponding 
user pr ofile attribute: 

09/782,933 5 
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for each user profile attribute; 

means for determinin g a user profile weight derived from session weights 
associated with session attribute s ; correspond ing to Ihc user profile attribute in 
accordance with said mapping: 
means for generating a user profile pertaining to the user, said user profile including one 
or more attribute records, each attribute record of said one or more attribute records comprising 
attribtttes-stnar^^ contained mlhhx Ihu unc or more attribute icunds has an 

associate d we i gh t , s aid one ui uiuiu attribute i i xoids furthe r c o mprising said ass o ciated weights; 
s;mh^ttribfric^^^^ bei ng d crlvo- d A c uu said acq uired dalAia,userj>g>fijc 

at tribute of said user profile attributes, the user profile weight associated with the user profile 
attri bute, and the session weights associated with the us er profile attribute: and 

means for providing information obtained via the network to said user based on [[a]] said 
user profile, 

21. (Canceled) 

22. (Currently amended) The server system of claim 20, wherein said means for identifying 
means includes means for identifying a demographic grouping to which said user belongs, 
wherein said means for identifying said demographic grouping includes means for capturing a 
video image of a portion of the body of said user, and wherein said portion of the body of said 
user includes the head of the user. 

09/782,933 6 
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23. (Currently amended) A computer program product comprising a computer usable medium 
having a computer readable program code embodied therein, said computer readable program 
code comprising an algorithm adapted to implement a method for providing information via a 
public network lo a user, said method comprising the steps of: 
identifying the user; 

acquiring data from each site searched or visited by the user during each session of a 
plurality of sessions via the public i^wa* , uM unqnirad data r.omnrising content of each site 
searched or visited during each sa id session; 

for t-Tu-.h said sit e searched or visited for e ach said session! 

parsing the ac quired data to identify session attrib utes for each site searched or 
visi ted and associating a session weig ht with each said session attribute o f each 
«it« wan-hnA or visited, whersintlie s ession attributes for each site searched oj 
victtM arn derived froni keywords co nsisting of section headings and bolded 
uwwte in tho aenuired date of each s ite searched or visited, and wherein each 
session weight of each site sear c h^ ^ visiter! is derived from the t ime spent by 
tftt nonr in «ieh site searched or visi te d nr fmm a frequency of visits by tho user to 
each site sea rched or visited: 
spe ciryinp; user profile attributes fo r the user: 

providing a mappinp that associates each sessi on attribute with a corresponding user 
profile attribute; 

for each user profile attribute: 

ri T frrmltiin ff a user profi t ™"f>M derived f™™ session weights associated with 

09/782,933 7 
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session 



attributes corre s ponding to the user nrofite ni frihute in accordance with 



xflid mapping: 

generating a user profile pertaining to the user, said user profile including one or more 
attribute records, «nr.h attribute record of said one or more attribute records comprising attributes 
&i i Ji lint each attribute contained within the uik, ui u i cuc attribute iu,or ds has aa associated 
^ght-safr l UMe u r aion a t tribute iicuids fuiH i u ' cumprisiu& .mid associated weights, .sai d 
aHribtrtes- aud ass o ciated weights bung derived fium Aaid aequiiol data: a user profile attribute of 
sa id user mofile al tr.h..iwi. the »scr pro file we i ght associated with the user profile attribute, and 
the session weights associated with the us er profileat tribute; and 

providing information obtained via the network to said user based on [[a]] said user profile. 

24. (Curretitlyaiiicnded)Thccomputeiprograiiiproductofclaiiri 23, saidmcthod further comprising 
recording se ctio n h e ad i ngs a n d said keywords of said sites scaiched ui vLiled by the user. 

25. (Previously presented) The computer program product of claim 24, wherein said recording said 
keywords comprises storing said keywords in a cache. 



26. (Canceled) 

27. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 23, wherein said u$cr profile 
attributes are selected from the group consisting of economic stratum, age group, sex, educational 
background, occupation, religious background, personal technical interests, and combinations 

09/782,933 8 
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thereof. 

28. (Previously presented) The computer program product orclaira 23, wherein said step of 
identifying said user includes identifying a demographic grouping to which said user belongs, 
wherein said identifying said demographic grouping includes capturing a video image of a 
portion of the body of said user, and wherein said portion of the body of said user includes the 
head of the user. 

29. (Currently amended) The server system of claim 20. further comprising means for recording 
secti on headings and said keywords of said siles - s e ai ' ditd or vi&ited by the user . 

30. (Previously presented) The server system of claim 29, wherein said means for recording said 
keywords comprises means for storing said keywords in a cache. 

31. (Canceled) 

32. (Currently amended) The server system of claim 20, wherein said user profile attributes are 
selected from the group consisting of economic stratum, age group, sex, educational background, 
occupation, religious background, personal technical interests, and combinations thereof. 

09/782,933 9 
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